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We love because he first loved us. 
   —1 John 4.19 
 
For God so loved the world that he gave his only     Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not         perish but 
may have eternal life.—John 3.16 

Mark your calendars now to be a part of  

Love’s Big Day  
February 14, 2010 

 

Invite your friends, family, neighbors 
To come and see  

How they can be a part of sharing 
God’s Love 

Here at  
Crown Heights Christian Church 

 

Come and Join Us  
As Our Youth Lead us in Worship 

 February 21, 2010   
     (Note:  This service was moved from January 31 because of the ice storm) 

Please note we will have only one service on February 21, 2010 at 10:40 a.m. 

Week of Compassion 
Throughout the year, we try to keep 
you informed on how the money you 
donate to support Week of Compas-
sion is used.  Of course, we can 
barely scratch the surface of reporting 

all that is done  You can, however, see a complete 
report on its website www.weekofcampassion.org. 
 
What we sometimes may forget is there really is a 
“Week” of Compassion , the last week in February 
each year.  This is actually were the ministry gets its 
name.  We take one week out of the year to target 
raising the donations that support ministries de-
signed to equip and empower disciples to alleviate 
the suffering of others through disaster response, 
humanitarian aid, sustainable development and the 
promotion of mission opportunities.—From the 
Week of Compassion Mission Statement. 

Because we take this offering every year in advance 
of disasters, we are able to hit the ground running 
when help is so desperately needed.  We were there 
immediately in Haiti after the earthquake.  While we 
did send a special gift for the vast devastation that 
resulted from  the quake, we were able to maximize 
the impact because help was already started. 
 

We also work closely with other trusted non-
governmental organizations so that our money with 
their money provides greater leverage of aid. 
 

Finally, you know exactly how your funds are spent 
as Week of Compassion records are transparent and 
are used for direct service, not administrative costs. 
 

A gift to Week of Compassion may be the best in-
vestment you make this year.  Please donate gener-
ously on February 21 & 28. 
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PRAYER CONCERNS 

SERVING OUR COUNTRY:   
Dalton Harrington, grandson of Susan Harrington 
Clay Beeler, grandson of Lucile Beeler  
Rev. Paul Fritts, Chaplain 
Col. Mark Hole 
Alexander Kenmani, grandson of Rowena Ishmael 
Michael Bonney and Steven Temerlin, nephews of Noel 
& Nancy Burdette 
Martha James’ grandson Christopher James  
Grant Montgomery, grandson of Harry & Betty Gilbert  
John Moorman, son of Henry Moorman  
Ryan Beach, great-grandson of Rose Puckett  
Col. Dan Lathrop and Col. Mark Gilbert, cousins of Mary 
Jo Douglass  
Shaun Moon, nephew of Asberry Moon 
Bryan L. Lewis, brother of Kathryn Corley 
PFC Jared Buckert, nephew of Becky Ballard 
Missionary in Africa: Alan Montgomery, grandson of 
Betty & Harry Gilbert. 
 

RECENT ILLNESS:  
Nell Sonnenfeld 
Florence Kelly 
Eleanor Phillips 
Edith Otis 
Nita Rogers 
Mildred Vincent 
Maytha Woods 
Mary Jo Douglass 
Mary Jo Shipley 
Maribeth Walters 

CHRISTIAN MEN’S FELLOWSHIP  
8:00 am Thursdays, at Coit’s on Penn 

++++++ 
CHCC Night at Johnnie’s on Britton 

1st Sunday of each month 
(10% to CHCC) 

++++++ 
Lamplighters’ Dinner 

4th Monday of each month @ 6:30 pm 
++++++ 

NEWSLETTERS:  Feb. 24 & March 10 
Deadline:  5:00 PM Friday prior to publication.  
EXCEPTION:  SS Classes:  5:00 PM Mondays 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

February 14 
Love’s Big Day 

 
February 17 

Ash Wednesday Service 
 
 

FUTURE EVENTS 

 
CONTINUING HEALTH CONCERNS: 
Ruth Blaschke 
Ralph Price 
Velda Hough 
Maurine Bacher 
Irene Lemon  
Jeanne Tierce  
Frances Mae Jackson 
 

CONCERNS FOR LOVED ONES: 
Michael Harrington, son of Susan Harrington 
Charlotte Floyd’s son, Bob Floyd 
Jim Powers, father of Steve Powers 
Rev. Keith Plank, uncle of Joan Corbin 
Lyn Jacquemot, cousin of Joan Corbin 
Bob Scott, friend of Paul & Laura Morris 
Rosemary Myers, sister of Tom Qualls 
Elaine Wood, friend of Dianne Boyle 
Nora Phillips, former member 
Mark Vincent, friend of Bud & Ona Lea Johnson 
Kaaren Bateman, daughter of Florence Kelly 
Dr. Sam Moore 
Don Bateman, son-in-law of Florence Kelly 
Donna Klocke, daughter of Jonnie England 
Warren Romberger, brother of Ruth Johnson 
 

Bereavement:  We were saddened to learn of the death of 
Kinsie Tate’s grandfather, Charles Miller.  His service was 
Tuesday, Feb. 10th in Dallas TX. 

February 21 
Youth Sunday 

CWF Group 1 Meeting 
 

February 25 
Coffee with the Pastor 

 

March 2 
Investment Committee Meeting 

 

March 7 
(Children) Pastor’s Class Begins  

 

March 9 
CWF Luncheon/Style Show 

 

March 13  
Youth Ski Trip 
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Come Worship With Us on Ash Wednesday 
Our Ash Wednesday service will 
be February 17, 2010 at 6:45 pm 
following Wednesday Night Din-
ner.  This is the service that starts  
the process of Lent where we take 
the journey to the Cross with Jesus 
through the practice of prayer, 

penitence, almsgiving and self-denial.  While it is a 
solemn time, it is a most meaningful time for growth 
and reflection.  

Beginning on February 24, Parker 
Cross will begin a Lenten Bible 
Study series on the Lord’s Prayer.  
The goal of this study is for all of us 

to deepen our understanding of the Lord’s Prayer 
and pray it with new energy 
 
Make a special point of participating in both of the 
opportunities for spiritual formation. 

First Sunday Book Club 
The First Sunday Book Club is read-
ing the book Her Royal Spyness by 
Rhys Bowen for its next meeting on 
March 7, 2010 at 5:00 p.m. in the 
Elder’s Room. 
 

 

An insightful blend of old-fashioned whodunit, 
clever satire, and drawing room comedy of errors.—
Jacqueline Winspear 
 

Barnes and Noble describe it this way: 
Lady Victoria Georgiana Charlotte Eugenie, 34th in 
line for the throne, is flat broke. She's bolted Scot-

land, her greedy brother, and her fish-
faced betrothed for London. The place 
where she'll experience freedom, learn 
life lessons aplenty, do a bit of spying 
for HRH—oh, and find a dead French-
man in her tub. Now her new job is to 
clear her long family name. 
 
.Come and join us in our discussion. If you would 
like to purchase copy of the book contact Marilynn 
Knott.  For more information about the Book Club 
contact Clarice Morrison.  

Coffee with the Pastor 
Parker Cross will be at the 
Starbucks at 6430 Avondale 
Dr. (west off Western just past 
63rd Street) on February 25, 
2010 starting at 7:00 p.m. to 
visit with any of our recent 
guests or others who might be 
interested in participating at 
Crown Heights Christian.  He will buy the guests’ 
drinks.  Please tell anyone you invited to Love’s Big 
Day about this opportunity. It would even be a great 

time for you to bring your friends or neighbors to 
visit with Parker and share in fellowship in a casual 
setting.  Even if you don’t bring anyone and you 
have the evening available you might stop by to 
meet and greet others who are there. 
 
We will also be inviting guests to come to Johnnies 
on March 7.  This too will be an opportunity to get 
to know some of our folks in a comfortable and cas-
ual atmosphere.  Mark you calendars now and plan 
to participate. 

Pastor’s Class Scheduled 
If this sounds like something in 
which your child would like to 
participate, please discuss your 
interest with Parker Cross. 
 
Also if there are adults who would 
be interested in exploring similar information, please 
talk to Parker.  He will meet with you individually or 
with you and other interested adults. 

The spring Pastor’s Class led by Parker Cross, Sen-
ior Minister, will begin on March 7, 2010 and run 
through March 28.  This class is offered for children 
interested in learning more about what it means to be 
a Christian.  While Parker tailors the class to the stu-
dents participating based on their age and level of 
knowledge, in general he will cover an outline of the 
Biblical story, the confession of faith, baptism, and 
the Lord’s Supper. 
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A Journey to Easter: For Families with Young Children 
The Season of Lent is the Journey to Easter. Lent is 
a time to reflect on how much God loves us. During 
Lent we are encouraged to explore the gift of quiet. 
During Lent we take time to think about our rela-
tionship with God. We work at deepening our under-
standing of who God intends us to be.  
 

The liturgical color for Lent is purple which symbol-
izes royalty.  
 

The Season of Lent begins with Ash Wednesday, 6 
weeks before Easter. Ash Wednesday falls 
on February 17 in 2010. Our service is at 
6:45 p.m. Traditionally, palm branches that 
were used in last year’s Palm Sunday ser-
vices are burned down to ashes and saved. 
At this year’s Ash Wednesday services, 

these ashes will be mixed with a little oil and then 
used to mark a cross on the forehead of believers.  
 

THE JOURNEY TO EASTER  
 

With your children, create a special place to hold 
Lenten worship services. This may simply  mean 
adding some sacred objects to the table 
where you gather for meals. It may mean 
creating a special worship center in a cor-
ner of your living room. Consider includ-
ing a candle (especially purchased or made 
for your Lenten services), a Bible, a cross, 
something to symbolize the coming of new 
life such as a small budding plant. The im-
portant thing is to create a space that is 
comfortable and relaxed for everyone. Be sure you 
are close enough to join hands during times of 
prayer.  
 

Keep your worship services brief and simple. Follow 
the same order each time. Remember that young 
children love repetition and ritual. You may want to 
gather for worship every day or just once a week. 
Include children in deciding what works best for 
your family.  

 

Suggested Order of Worship  
 

Gathering -Light a candle. Lighting a candle re-
minds us that God is always with us, no matter 
where we are. Sing a song or listen to some music. 
Read a verse or two of one of the Psalms. Invite 
members of the family to share what is going on in 
their lives. Pray a short prayer that simply thanks 

God for being present and that lifts up shared con-
cerns, problems and joys.  
 
Exploring Scripture -(Scripture suggestions are 
listed below.) Depending on the ages of your  
children, you might consider using a Children’s Bi-
ble or a Bible story picture book. The International 
Children’s Story Bible, illustrated by children from 
around the world is recommended. It is available 
from most Christian bookstores or you can order 
from Cokesbury or Amazon.  
 

Your time of exploring the scriptures might go 
something like this:  
�  -Choose a passage of scripture ahead-of-time. 

You may want to pick just a few verses or you 
may want to lift up several different passages. 
Scriptures, such as those describing the events of 
Holy Week and Easter Sunday Morning, lend 
themselves to being acted out.  

�  Encourage everyone to be silent for a few mo-
ments to think about the scriptures.  

�  Present the scripture again. If you acted it out the 
first time, this time just read it. If you read it 
from a Bible storybook first, read it from the Bi-
ble the second time.  

�  After another few moments of silence, ask fam-
ily members what thoughts they have to share. 
Ask questions that are open ended, such as, “I 
wonder what Jesus meant when he said . . .” or 
“I wonder what you like best about this story.” 
There is a lot of mystery in our Christian faith 
and it is O.K. if you don’t know answers to all of 
your children’s questions. Sometimes it is appro-
priate to simply say, “I wonder about that too.” 
As a family, you could go on fact finding adven-
tures. Public libraries and perhaps your church 
library will have Bible dictionaries, maps, con-
cordances and commentaries. These resources 
provide word definitions, historical contexts, and 
explanations of scripture passages. However, 
during your services of worship, encourage each 
other to concentrate on opening one’s self to the 
words in the scriptures– imagining the story and 
wondering what special message might be there 
for each member of your family.  

 

Closing -Take turns saying a closing prayer or use 
the same prayer each week such as the “Lord’s 
Prayer” or read a Psalm.  
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Global Ministries Update: Peace, Reconciliation and Reunification  
In the name of Christ Jesus, our peace, in whom we 
are made one, who has broken down the wall of hos-
tility, creating in himself one new people, reconcil-
ing all people to God in one body through the cross, 
thereby bringing the hostility to an end… Ephesians 
2:13-16 
 

One hundred and thirty-seven church leaders from 
across the world recently recommitted to the goal of 
peace, reconciliation and reunification of the Korean 
Peninsula. The Consultation included presentations 
from the churches of North and South Korea, an 
overview of developments over the past 25 years, 
input from political analysts, and a joint celebration 
of the Eucharist led by North and South Korean 
church leaders. There have been many positive de-
velopments in the past twenty five years, including 
opportunities for visits by Christian leaders to North 
Korea and for North Korean Christian leaders to 
visit other countries, especially the opportunity for 
North and South Korean church leaders to meet and 
to gain in understanding and trust of each other; and 
the sharing of growing understanding and trust be-
tween North and South Korea. However, in recent 
years hostility towards the Democratic People's Re-
public of Korea on the part of other countries has 

challenged the process, and the change 
of government in South Korea has 
brought a sharp change in outlook and 
policies towards North Korea. 
 

The consultation created a statement calling for nu-
merous actions and encouraging the international 
community to allow space and time for direct nego-
tiations between North and South Korea to lessen 
tensions between them. They also called for support 
of the World Council of Churches' initiatives and 
encouraged the Christians of North and South Korea 
to celebrate a turning point in their endeavors for 
peace and reunification in 2013. The statement con-
cludes: "It is the fervent hope and prayer of all par-
ticipants at the Tsuen Wan Consultation that the di-
vided people of Korea will be reunited soon. We 
long for the day when the people of the Korean pen-
insula, together with the rest of the world, can join 
together in thanksgiving and joy to celebrate that 
they are again one people and one nation." 
 

Let us share in this prayer for reconciliation through 
peaceful means. 
 

Xiaoling Zhu from our Global Ministries partners 
with the Presbyterian Church of the Republic of Ko-
rea  

Week of Compassion Update:  Haiti 
by Chris Herlinger 
Church World Service a Week of 
Compassion Partner 
 
Port-au-Prince, Haiti – As she waited 

in a food distribution  line late last week, Marie 
Therese, newly widowed and bereaved,  patient but 
tired, tersely summed up Haiti’s current plight. 
Though thankful for the assistance from CWS and 
the ACT Alliance reaching her and others in the vil-
lage of Gressier, Therese, 51, said: “It’s like we’re in 
a desert.” 
 
In the nearly four weeks since the catastrophic Jan. 
12 earthquake, Haiti has indeed felt like it is a land 
bereft of much that makes for a dignified life. Port-
au-Prince’s downtown area, hit hardest by the quake, 
still looks and feels as if the disaster happened just 
days ago. Homes and apartments are crushed; the 
smell of rotting flesh wafts through the air; and the 
sides of some buildings jut out and look as if they 

are ready to fall into the street at any moment. 
It is startling to see a building cut in half, with furni-
ture and desks, filing cabinets and sinks suddenly 
exposed to the harsh midday sunlight – just as it is to 
see thousands of people, suddenly displaced, living 
in the makeshift displacement camps within and out-
side the capital city. Yet the capacity of Haitians to 
embrace elements of normalcy is encouraging be-
yond words. That means dressing in your Sunday 
best to attend worship, offering a hand to neighbors 
or visitors, or as barber Charilien Charles, 25, has 
done, reestablish his business, complete with quake-
cracked mirrors, within one of Port-au-Prince’s 
sprawling displacement camps. Is business good? 
“Unpredictable,” Charles said, shrugging his shoul-
ders, saying he has to be patient. 
 

Future efforts will focus on reconstruction of homes 
and schools, and on long-term food security – part of 
the ACT Alliance’s commitment and mandate to 
look beyond immediate emergencies. 



6 

 
 

 

Upcoming Youth Activities 
 

The youth will  be going on a ski trip 
over Spring Break March 13-17, 2010.  
All youth interested in joining us please 
contact Kinsie Tate. �

VISITORS 
 

February 7, 2010 
Carolyn Schulz,  Sean Schulz, Lisa Schulz, Morgan Jade, 

Tara Danielle, Jill Thompson, Lee Ann Bratten, Ryan 
DeArman, Barbara Sue Smith, Andrea Ward,  Kasey Riley  

Susan Bernardy, Charles Tippit, Libby Wallace, Kathy 
Marquis, Jackie Teague, Jason Blakeburn 

 
 

ATTENDANCE   01/31    02/07  
Church School ………….          38    63 
First Worship Service ……...       no service     20 
  Second Worship Service….    52  120 
 TOTAL Worship Attendance           52  140 

 MAKE BELIEVE TEA  
Ladies of the congregation: it’s Make Believe 
Tea time again.  You will soon receive an invi-
tation from the Christian Women’s 
Fellowship along with a tea bag and 
a return envelope for your donation 
to the Skyline Urban Ministry Food 
Pantry.  Please take time to sit and 
reflect as you sip your cup of tea, on 
your many blessings, especially that of a cup-
board full of food.  There are so many, many 
people right here in Oklahoma City who go 
hungry every day.  Skyline’s Food Pantry 
served 14,747 people in 2008, and that number 
is sure to be higher for 2009.  So as you enjoy 
that spot of tea, please take time to donate to 
this very worthy cause.  The CWF thanks you 
for your generosity! 

Parker, thank you and Crown Heights 
Church for providing the space for our 
Forum, Preaching: Lent and Easter.  Not 
only space but the labor of many.  
Everyone was so helpful in preparing for 

the event and carrying it out.  Special thanks to Kinsie & 
Marilynn for what they did.  Also, Asberry and Faye 
Moon. 
 
Church members Saramay Gibson and Marge Finley pro-
vided nice refreshments. 
 
Sincerely,   Bob Elliott 

Yoga Class Schedule 
 
Judith Black, the Yoga Class 
Teacher will be out of town on  
March 3 and 17.  The Class will not 
meet on either of those dates. 

Food for Skyline 
 

The number of requests we have been receiving in the 
office for help with utility bills and rent is a good in-
dicator that the economy is worsening whether due to 
the downturn in banking or the onset 
of cooler weather.  It reminds us that 
we need to be even more diligent at 
keeping the pantry stocked at Sky-
line Urban Ministries.  They particu-
larly need pasta sauces, vegetables 
and fruit. 

TOP 250 Congregations! 
 
Dear Rev. Parker Cross,  
 
 Thank you for your generous and faithful gifts!  In 
2009 you were one of the Top 250 Congregations in your 
support to Disciples Mission Fund.   
 
 On behalf of 72 ministries of the Christian Church 
that are funded by Disciples Mission Fund, know that we 
are grateful for your gifts and blessed by your partnership. 
 
 Blessings, 
 
 Todd Adams 
 Associate General Minister & Vice President 
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CROSSWORD 

Any church that emphasizes both unity and freedom 
had better be prepared to celebrate diversity. 

—Michael Kinnamon 
 

One of the best reasons to go to the General Assem-
bly of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is 
to see the wonderful mix of the peoples of the 
United States of America and the whole earth who 
make up our part of the Body of Christ.  The other 
side of that coin is that we still rarely see that level 
of diversity in our local churches. 
 
Many disciples live in communities that are pretty 
homogeneous.  Others of us may live in diverse 
communities but humans tend to collect among folks 
who are like themselves no matter where they live.  
So why is diversity important in the Christian com-

munity?  The body of Christ that Paul discusses, of 
necessity, represents the collection of all believers in 
Christ no matter what color, economic standing, 
gender, culture, age, physical or mental capacity 
they are or have.  The body of Christ cannot function 
at its highest level of efficiency unless all its mem-
bers are active and engage together each doing the 
things God has gifted them to do. (See1Corintians 
12)  
 

So how do we do unity in diversity?  We recognize 
that people with different cultures and who speak 
different languages may wish to worship and con-
gregate together while embracing with all our hearts 
each others gifts and enjoying some of those cross 
cultural experiences ourselves.  We find ways to 
work and play together and grow in our love of God 
and our neighbors together. 

Principle 10:  Celebrating Diversity 
We Celebrate the diversity of our common life, affirming our different 

histories, styles of worship and forms of service. 

Everything continues in a state of 
rest unless it is compelled to change 
by forces impressed upon it.  
  Issac Newton, First Law of Motion. 
 

It’s not often that I begin this article 
with such an intellectual con-
cept.  Yet the truth of the First Law 
of Motion stares me squarely in the face this 
day.  We at Crown Heights are facing some impor-
tant changes in the days and months ahead.  We 
have had a wonderful staff that has been together for 
some time now.  But that is changing.  First, last 
week we received Summer Powers’ resignation and 
now we have received notice that Kinsie Tate will be 
leaving at the end of May. 
 

Summer submitted her resignation letter to the 
Board of Elders and stated “It is with a sad heart that 
I offer my letter of resignation effective January 27, 
2010. Being diagnosed this summer with diabetes, it 
has affected my life in many ways.  So it is time that 
I concentrate on getting my blood sugar levels down 
and learn how to control my diabetes.”   We cer-
tainly wish Summer the very best.  She is continuing 
her studies at Phillips Theological Seminary. 
 

Unrelated to Summer’s resignation and the changes 

that would come from that, Kinsie informed me that 
she would be leaving. The counseling program that 
Kinsie has been pursuing for the last eight months 
will be demanding more and more of her time. This 
will result in Kinsie leaving to do full time super-
vised counseling for the next year or more.  Kinsie’s 
notice comes to us early but she saw that it would be 
an ideal time for us to do some major planning and 
evaluation.  Her notice allows us to do exactly that. 
 

That leads me back to Isaac Newton’s First Law of 
Motion.  Because of the force of change(s), we now 
will be actively seeking to evaluate the needs and 
appropriate ministry among us.  Already the leader-
ship of the church has been informed of these 
changes and plans are being developed to address 
them. We will be seeking input from the church, so 
your advise will be critical.  We will also keep you 
updated as much as possible as we enter this active 
period.  So I ask of you these things:  First, be 
prayerful for our church in these times and for the 
leaders who guide us.  Second, think creatively 
about what you perceive God’s plan for us at CHCC 
might be.  And third, communicate and share your 
thoughts. I have great confidence that God will bring 
us many new blessings.  I look forward to hearing 
from you. Peace, Parker 
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    E-MAIL:  crownheights@sbcglobal.net 
        WEB SITE:  www.CrownHeightsChristian.com 
         YOUTH: Facebook Group: CHCC Youth 
 
 

   02/10/2010 

Staff: 
Rev. Parker Cross              Senior Pastor 
Rev. Kinsie Tate                       Associate Pastor 
Marilynn Knott       Assistant Minister 
Congregation                                  Ministers 
John Robberson                     Director of Music 
Mary Ann Williams                     Organist 
Jim & Diana Lee                Praise Team Leaders 
Richard (Dick) Fenner      Business Manager 
Deborah Canary-Marshall         Administrative Assistant 
Susan Harrington                       Youth Fine Arts Director 
Sonya Davis             Director, Child Development Center 
Asberry & Faye Moon     Custodians 

Preacher  February 14 Parker Cross 
   February 21 Youth 
   February 28 Parker Cross 
 

   Worship Leaders 
  8:30am       10:40 am 
February 14 The White Family Bob Springer 
February 21 The Boyle Family  
February 28 The Collums Family Bill White  

 

February 14 Growing in Love 
  1 Corinthians 13:1-13 
 
February 21  YOUTH SUNDAY! 
 
February 28 Transforming Families 
  John 8:1-11 

12:00 PM Sunday Fellowship Hosts 
 February—Hood     March—Homemakers     April-Discipleship     May-Lamplighters  

 
 

The Discipleship Team invites you 
to become a part of a small group 
fellowship designed to enhance 
your faith formation through the 
loving nurture of others making 
the same faith journey.  LIFE – 
Living In Faith Everyday is a 

process where four to six participants at Crown Heights 
Christian Church team up to support each other in their 
faith development and invite four to six other people to 
join them.  Groups are forming.  If you are interested in 
taking a leadership role in such a group or being a par-
ticipant in a LIFE group, please let Jim Larimore or the 
church office know. 
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LIFE is Relational—People Interacting with People to Strengthen Faith  
 

LIFE is Flexible —Each Group Meets on Its Schedule with its Own Agenda 
 

LIFE is the Body of Christ—Growing Together, Growing in Faith, Hope, Love 


